
USAF Historically denies about 90 % of claims submitted. 
Find below a summary of available USAF claims payments plus details. Note information has been requested from the 

USAF (as recently as 3/28/2012). The USAF will not release current data.

1. Number of allowed claims - 229 / number of claims - 4,629. Percent approved - 4.9 %. Denied 95.1%
2. USAF Paid $58,648.23 / While Citizens Claimed $366,019.03, or  16 % paid and Denied 84.%
3. USAF Paid  $145,666 / While Citizens Claimed  $1,404,263 , or 10.4% paid and Denied 89.6%
4. USAF Paid $1,500,000 / While Citizens Claimed $28,000,000, or  5.4% paid and Denied 94.6%

--------------- Begin -----------------------------
Hands Across History, A joint newsletter for the White Sands Historical, Foundation and the White Sands Pioneer 
Group. Volume VI, Letter II, May 2010

“Flight International Magazine, the world’s oldest continuously published aviation news magazine, summarized 
the study in its May 6, 1965 issue. The article said, “Up to early March 1965, 15,116 telephone calls and letters
of complaint or inquiry were made about the Oklahoma City tests. Of this total, 9,594 alleged damage to property.
A total of 4,629 formal damage claims had been filed and processed. Following investigation and adjudication 
under established Air Force procedures for sonic-boom claims, the number of claims approved for payment was 
229 at a total cost of $12,845.” It was mostly plaster and glass damage. “

Number of allowed claims - 229 / number of claims - 4,629. Percent approved - 4.9 %. Denied 95.1%
---------------------- END ------------------------------------
www.pdas.com/refs/tnd2705.pdf
N A S A TECHNICAL NOTE
RESULTS OF USAF-NASA-FAA FLIGHT PROGRAM TO STUDY COMMUNITY RESPONSES
TO SONIC BOOMS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS AREA. by ChurZes W. Nixon

The final total number of claims arising out of this time period of operations in the greater St. Louis 
area was determined from USAF files to be 1,624 as of January 1964. It can be seen that several 
hundred additional claims came in during the ensuing time period of about 1 years. The total value 
of all claims registered was $366,019.03. Of this number, 825 claims were approved for a total of 
$58,648.23 or an average of about $71 each.

 USAF Paid $58,648.23 / While Citizens Claimed $366,019.03, or  16 % paid and Denied 84.%
-------------------- END ----------------------
COMMUNITY REACTIONS TO SONIC BOOMS, by Paul N. Barsky, Senior Study Director, NATIONAL 

OPINION RESEARCH CENTER, University of 
Chicago, 55 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York

Approved Denied
15.6 % 84.3 %

12 % 88 %
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 3.4 % 96.6 %
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 8.1 % 91.9 %
$145,666 af paid / $1,404,263 Claims = 10.4% paid or 

89.6 denied



http://newspaperarchive.com/the-des-moines-register/1970-03-
19/page-7

USAF Paid $1,500,000 / While Citizens Claimed 
$28,000,000, or  5.4% paid and Denied 94.6%


