
K. Henderson Walt Coffman
Principal Principal

1014 NM Hwy 24, Weed, New Mexico  88354  (575) 687-2634

March 23, 2017

Mr. Rick Perry
Secretary
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Re: DOE Deep Borehole Nuclear Waste Field Test, Otero County New Mexico.

Dear Secretary Perry,

We need your help.

DOE is seeking a site to perform research and development to evaluate the geosciences for deep 
borehole disposal of DOE radioactive waste forms.  Site selection has narrowed to four counties. The 
contractor selected for Otero County in New Mexico is TerranearPMC, 222 Valley Creek Blvd., Suite 
210, Exton, PA 19341, (610) 862-5040. Mr. Ken Fillman, CEO, has just finished the first phase of the 
TerranearPMC (TPMC) public outreach for Otero County.

We have concerns about the process. DOE has stated that community support is essential, we quote the 
DOE-TPMC contract: “The Contractor has a realistic, credible plan for maintaining public support 
for the project during drilling and testing activities.” Should TPMC not have, or should they lose 
public support they stand to lose profits from the project. We have attended each of the TPMC public 
meetings, including the Otero County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) meetings, where 
TPMC presented. We have contacted TPMC requesting materials. Throughout the public process 
TPMC has shown reluctance to involve DOE representatives. When asked to make a DOE 
representative available to answer questions, Mr. Fillman stated, we quote: “what is the point” and 
DOE “intentions are understood by TerranearPMC”. Questions raised by the public concerning a future
nuclear waste dump planned for a site near this proposed test borehole, can only be addressed by DOE.

During each public meeting, and during the BOCC meetings, requests were made to Mr. Fillman for a 
representative from DOE to attend and answer questions. In each case Mr. Fillman refused, reiterating 
“What is the point”. When asked for a contact within DOE to write concerning nuclear waste disposal 
in Otero County, Mr. Fillman refused, and stated that communications should all go through 
TerranearPMC.

The refusal of the contractor to encourage open, transparent communications, including facilitating 
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communications directly with DOE is of concern.  The DOE contract requirement for continuing public
support (or lose profits) combined with a lack of verification by DOE make misrepresentation of 
community support likely. Documents already published on the TerranearPMC website confirm this 
disturbing possibility. All the published endorsements were gathered before public meetings and before 
information was made available. Some are not endorsements and yet are presented as though they 
endorse the project.

We ask for your help in three areas. First we would like contact information for the DOE employee 
responsible for the Otero County, New Mexico project. This would be someone who could answer 
questions about DOE plans for a future nuclear waste dump near the test site and with authority to bind 
DOE to assertions. Two, we ask that a DOE representative hold community meetings in Otero County 
and answer questions from the public about this project. Finally, DOE has designed a process that 
encourages the contractor to cheat concerning public support. DOE has failed to provide a mechanism 
for independent measurement of support, instead relying on the contractors measurements. While DOE 
has discussed some aspects of community support in their contract with TerranearPMC, the “consent” 
central to DOE's new “consent based siting” is not defined (and so can't be measured). This borehole 
project is a possible prelude to a consent based site. We ask that you direct DOE to correct the contract 
design deficiencies.  We ask that you direct DOE to define measurements for both “community 
support” and for “consent”. Further that you direct DOE to measure these elements independently of 
the project contractor, TerranearPMC. We ask that the process be open and transparent and “consensus”
/ “community support” data be publically available.

We took an informal, nonscientific, poll of Otero County residents at each of the TerranearPMC public 
meetings. Public “support” was over 15:1 against the borehole project. In the largest public meeting, 
residents were polled at over 60:1 against the borehole project (March 2017).

Sincerely,

Walt Coffman K. Henderson
Principal Principal

Avis, LLC, 1014 NM Hwy 24, Weed, NM  88354    575-687-2634

CC: Senator Tom Udall
Senator Martin Heinrich
Representative Steve Pearce
Representative James G. Townsend
Senator Ron Griggs
Governor Susana Martinez
Otero County BOCC
TerranearPMC
Weed Community and Website


